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“Confluence”



China



The Size of China

Population: 1,357,000,000

Capital: Beijing

Land Mass: 9,326,410 sq km



Geography

❏ Shares a border with 14 countries

❏ Surrounded by impassable physical Boundaries
❏ Yellow & Yangtze rivers in the north

❏ Gobi and Taklamakan Deserts in the north

❏ Himalayan Mountain Range to the south

❏ The relative isolation led to a sacredness of 

cultural features



Demographics

Ethnicities

Han - 91%, generally referred to as Chinese, wealthier

Minorities (Tibetan, Zhuang, Hui, Yao, Uighurs) - 9%

❏ Many minorities oppose aspects of Chinese 

societies, i.e. Communism, assimilation



Demographics Cont’d

Religion - 85% of China’s population is religious

Buddhism

Confucianism

Taoism

Christianity

Islam

Traditional Folk Beliefs



Government Type: Communism

❏ Politburo 
❏ never faces a competitive election

❏ Immense amounts of control

Socioeconomics

❏ Quickly advancing due to manufacturing and 

globalization, but there is many who still farm or 

live in rural areas

Politics & Socioeconomics in China



Basics of Traditional Chinese Music

Area of Focus: Southern China

❏ Tranquility
❏ Smooth and Continuous Style

❏ Often begins with a single instrument

❏ Emphasis on precise articulation and technique

❏ Inspirations



The Dream 
of Love

❏ Orchestral 

Composition

❏ Arrangement based 

off of a Kun Opera 

from Southern 

Chinese Music

Wang Tianming



Primary Instruments

❏ Dizi Flute

❏ Sheng

❏ Zhong Ruan

❏ Pipa

❏ Erhu

❏ Yanqin

 



The Piece

Recording of The Dream of Love 

being performed at the Grand 

Chinese New Year Concert in 2007

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGk5tXLR0
Ps

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGk5tXLR0Ps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GGk5tXLR0Ps


The Dream of Love

❏ Meter
❏ Consistent 4/4

❏ Melody / Instrumentation
❏ Starts with a Dizi Flute solo

❏ Later carried by the strings

❏ Melody #1: 0:01-4:35, 6:45-end, Melody #2: 4:35-6:45

❏ Rhythm 
❏ Repetition of melody, return at the end

❏ Dynamics & Tempo
❏ Starts soft, crescendo at 2-min mark, full ensemble sound at 

6-min, but a soft ending

❏ Fairly consistent tempo with some changes (off conductor)

❏ Style & Articulation
❏ Careful technique, connected style especially in solo



Richard 
Saucedo



Biography

Accomplishments/Occupations

❏ Director of Bands at Carmel H.S. (Indiana)
❏ Top 10 nationally in BOA for 15 years

❏ Freelance Arranger & Composer
❏ Marching band, concert band, orchestra

❏ Music Judge in DCI

❏ Brass composer, arranger for the Cavaliers(00-08)

❏ Music coordinator for the Blue Stars

❏ Assistant Chief judge for BOA



Education

Undergraduate degree - Indiana University in Bloomington

❏ Bachelor’s in music

Master’s Degree - Butler University, Indianapolis



Influential Experience

❏ Diverse music taste

❏ Gravitation towards marching
❏ Became an arranger for marching band

❏ Ray Cramer, Director of the marching band at 

Indiana University
❏ Asked to arrange a piece

❏ “Hearing that group, with the choir, perform that piece 

had a strong impact on my life. From that point on, I knew 

that I always wanted to write music”



Prominent Works

Fanfare for the Third 

Planet

Into the Clouds!

Windsprints

Flight of the Thunderbird

Nightsong

Music Piece of Focus:

Confluence

❏ wind ensemble / 

concert piece



Confluence (key of c)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0PWai2_3CA

❏ Meter
❏ Constantly changing 

❏ Variations / switching between simple & compound(4/4, 2/4, 5/8, 6/8)

❏ Melody / Instrumentation
❏ Starts with a flute & clarinet solo

❏ Carried by the woodwinds

❏ Counter-melody in lower voices and harmonies in brass

❏ Shifted to the brass

❏ Various percussion instruments

❏ Rhythm
❏ Triplets, slurred quarter note & eighth note, sixteenth notes 

slurred with eighth and dotted half notes

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=m0PWai2_3CA


❏ Dynamics & Tempo
❏ Begins soft(mp)

❏ Crescendos and builds parallel to the tempo changing

❏ The tempo begins slower and later transitions to more lively

❏ Together, the dynamic and tempo “push to the end”

❏ Style & Articulation
❏ Smooth and connected, slurs

❏ Transition to accents and harsher attacks of notes

❏ Staccato eighth notes

Confluence



Sheet Music

Flute Bb Clarinet 1



Comparing & Contrasting

 The Dream of Love
❏ Length of the song

❏ 7:35

❏ Consistent Meter 
& Tempo

❏ Traditional 
Chinese 
Instrumentation

Similarities
❏ Woodwind solo 

at the beginning
❏ Tranquility
❏ Technique 

❏ Dynamic build
❏ Transfer of 

the melody to 
the other 
sections

Confluence
❏ Shorter Length

❏ 3:25
❏ Changing Meter
❏ Tempo Change
❏ Western 

Ensemble 
Instrumentation



Prevalent Links

Secondary Link: Both pieces had a strong dynamic build 

into a full ensemble sound. They started soft and had a 

point of maximum dynamic that all sections of the ensemble 

contributed to.

Primary Link: Wang Tianming and Richard Saucedo both 

started their pieces with a tranquil woodwind solo that 

had an emphasis on technique. In Southern Chinese music it 

is common to begin with a solo voice, often a flute.
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